
Book Reviews

mutual compliance between the ideas 
of maintaining memories of origin and 
the challenge of an intensive French 
assimilation.

A unique point of view on 
multiculturalism is the presentation 
of personal destinies. Élodie Gaden, 
a literary analyst from Stendhal 
University,Grenoble, undertakes an 
interesting attempt to approach certain 
aspects of inter-culturalism through 
the story of two French writers settled 
in Egypt. The study proves that the 
preservation of the witness identity 
linked to origins rather plays a role of 
mediation between the cultures, but by 
keeping a certain distance the identity 
of the person fails to integrate. The 
identification with a selected culture is 
such a segment multiculturalism that 
can bring a completely new point of 
view to discourses on migration issues.

The encounter of cultures can 
happen on several planes. One of 
these planes, that may be less obvious 
as a scientific medium but can still be 
a creative point of encounter, is the 
gambling table. The work of Céline 
Regnard, researcher at the University of 
Marseille explores the identity-forming 
role of gambling-life in 19th-20th 
century Marseille based for example on 
police report analyses. The focus of the 
analysis is placed on the intercultural 
environment created by the act of 
playing together, in which case the 
boundaries of social interaction are no 
longer necessarily between nations, but 
between gamers and non-gamers.

After the brief tutorial it is 
worth mentioning that the volume 

is published as the 19th part of a se-
ries called Comparatism and Soci-
ety. This interdisciplinary compilation 
of literature, arts, and social sciences 
does not only aim to work as a 
methodological arsenal, it also intends 
to build the widest possible link 
between scientists working in different 
universities with similar interests. This 
study volume is a worthy representation 
of intentions to cross linguistic, national 
and disciplinary boundaries.

Margit Kőszegi, Gergely Tagai

moniKa sonnTag (2013): 
Grenzen überwinden durch Kultur? 
Identitätskonstruktionen von 
Kulturakteuren in europäischen 
Grenzräumen. Luxemburg - Studien, 
Bd. 3, Peter Lang GmbH., 
Frankfurt am Main, 277 pp.

Monika Sonntag’s 
book was pub-
lished as the third 
volume of the se-
ries “Luxembourg 
Studies” at the 
University of Lu-
xembourg, by the 
internat iona l l y 

renowned Peter Lang Verlag, publishers 
of scientific works. The author finished 
her graduate studies at the Universities 
of Trier and Montreal taking up 
several disciplines simultaneously in 
geography, sociology and national 
economic studies. After finishing her 
studies she worked at the University 
of Bremerhaven and in the Institute 
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of Regional and Structural Planning 
in Berlin. At present she is scientific 
research fellow at the Humboldt Uni-
versity in Berlin. She defended her 
doctoral thesis there. Her dissertation, 
published in a book format, is discussed 
in this book review.

The volume begins with a quote 
from literary historian, playwright and 
university professor of Swiss origin 
Adolf Muschg: “… The Europe I like 
has no borders; Greece would not have 
existed without Egypt just as Rome 
would not have existed without the 
Greeks either and, as a matter of fact, 
neither the empires of the Middle Ages 
nor even the modern American state 
would have existed without Rome. 
Versailles would not have come about 
without China, secession (art nouveau) 
without Japan; Picasso without African 
sculpture … However, Europe is quite 
different … But as Europe does exist 
for which I, a man being part of this 
culture, am grateful, I need to be the 
citizen of the EU and, moreover, I need 
other citizens of the EU around me 
who take responsibility for a Europe 
without borders in space and in time”. 
The author continues the thought 
from here focusing on the fact that 
the search for identity in Europe also 
has its own problems because there are 
perhaps no other cultures in the world 
so interwoven with other identities, 
other cultures, as that of Europe.

The focal point of investigation in 
the book is a special dimension of the 
concept of a unified Europe, namely 
the abolishment of borders as forms 
of political construction. The main 

aspiration in Europe becoming ever 
more unified is to push aside and/or re-
interpret the earlier roles of borders in 
order not to hamper the economically 
unified market in any dimension. At 
the same time, however, economic 
processes have always been more in the 
limelight throughout the whole history 
of the EU while cultural integration 
has always remained in the background. 
The author’s starting point is the 
contradiction that there is significant 
difference in terms of delineation 
between cultural and political identity 
of the population in Europe. While 
identity is (in principle) without limits 
(i.e. without borders) in cultural terms, 
at least as one sees it from the centre, 
the borders (limits) are still there in 
the political dimension despite the fact 
that their role has been changed and 
re-evaluated in the last few decades. 
As a result, the integration processes 
of the EU are also best described, 
in the opinion of the author, by the 
elimination of the borders and by the 
inevitable character of this process. The 
question is whether there is a kind of 
all-European identity in the cultural 
sense. As the title of the book makes 
a reference to it too: Can borders be 
overcome by culture?

The approaches highlighted 
above are nuanced interestingly by 
our special “Middle-European” way of 
seeing things. Namely, the frameworks 
of nation-states came about, due to 
historical circumstances, in our region 
belatedly and, moreover, this whole 
process was rather unique. Its product 
is the double European definition 
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of nations (cultural nation – nation-
state) and it is manifested, despite the 
stormy historical cataclysms of the 
twentieth century, in the still existing 
heterogeneous spatial structure. This 
latter element distinguishes the nations 
in the western part of Europe and 
their territorial allocation from those 
in the eastern half of the Europe-
an continent. While the author tries 
to introduce the definition of “post-
nationalism” by placing it into a wider 
theoretical and philosophical context 
and in order to underpin her definition 
by scientific methods, the viewpoints 
of the countries in our region are still 
influenced in many places and in many 
aspects by the definitions of nations and 
concepts of identity developed in the 
nineteenth century. As a consequence 
the above processes were a priori, based 
here on different foundations from 
those in the centre of Europe.

The book starts by formulating 
the question in the first, introductory 
chapter, namely by the post-
nationalistic search for identity of Eu-
ropean societies. Following this the 
message of the author is grouped around 
three structural units. The first of these 
is the theoretical context followed 
by an introduction to the theoretical 
background, the theoretical framework 
accompanying scientific considerations 
and the typical hypotheses of the 
German-speaking academic milieu 
(chapters 2, 3 and 4). Here the author 
discusses in detail the post-structuralist 
theories of two philosophers, Jacques 
Derrida and Judith Butler. This part 
is especially important for the author 

to offer a theoretical framework by 
which the reader is able to understand 
different matters of territorial identity.

The author highlights the 
instability and complexity of previous, 
traditional identities as the foundations 
of post-nationalistic Europe as defined 
by Derrida and Butler. The two 
philosophers mentioned lay emphasis 
on the inefficiency of the definitions 
of identity and also on the fact that 
definitions often do not describe 
concrete, coherent identity structures. 
These structures are not equivocal and 
this is based, in effect, on the special 
interpretation of the basic definition. 
Building upon these thoughts the 
author asks what the consequences in 
geography are of the interpretation 
of the “trinity” of spatial, border (and 
territorial) identity. The challenges 
and tasks of identity research in the 
field of geography come about exactly 
as a consequence of these theoretical 
perspectives, namely that the focal 
points of research should only be to 
analyse the characteristics of regions.

All this is followed by the second 
large structural unit of the book, 
the empirical context of the topic 
discussed. Chapter 5 contains a detailed 
methodological section in which the 
selection of the two geographical 
regions and empirical areas of research, 
namely the “(common) cultural 
spaces” of border regions are discussed. 
One of the pillars of the chapter on 
methodology is making interviews 
and their execution and evaluation are 
summarised here by the author. Cross-
border forms of cooperation in the field 
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of culture and information regarding 
research in the context of the EU 
support programme are summed up in 
chapter 6.

The third big structural unit 
presents the concrete results of the 
study by the use of “positioning-
analysis” in border regions through 
the identity constructions of the 
stakeholders of culture, more exactly 
through the territorial aspects of these 
identity constructions. The message 
of the author is built around two 
themes, partly around the territorial 
aspect of the whole process and spatial 
representation (chapter 7) and partly 
around how the cultural stakeholders of 
border regions position their activities 
vis-ŕ-vis the actual borders (chapter 8).

The whole volume is finished by 
a detailed summary (chapter 9) and 
bibliography (chapter 10). The summary 
chapter sums up the main thoughts 
contained in the book from the point 
of view of “positioning analysis” in the 
search for geographical identity, border 
regions as the vanguard of searching 
for European identity and the cultural 
stakeholders as front-runners of Eu-
ropean integration. Browsing through 
the list of items in the bibliography is 
also instructive for readers in Hungary; 
it presents approximately 330 items on 
more than 16 pages, in three (German, 
English and French) languages. 
This list contains not only scientific 
representatives of the so-called 
“sub-disciplines” of West European 
geography, which are not necessarily 
known widely in our country (as for 
example critical geography or social 

geography) but also those in the fields 
of post-structuralist philosophy, other 
related disciplines and sociology.

Cross-border cooperation projects 
in the field of culture are supported by 
the EU with the aim of strengthening 
the feeling of togetherness of the 
population of the European Union. 
The author demonstrates through the 
examples of the Saar-Lor-Lux Grand 
Region and the Eurométropole Lille-
Kotrijk-Tournai how stakeholders 
participating in cross-border cultural 
projects describe border regions and 
how they perceive their own role in this 
process. The originality of this work 
lies in the fact that these elements are 
empirically researched on the basis of 
post-structuralist linguistic theories and 
related spatial concepts, linked with the 
mental feelings of the society, based on 
territorial identity constructions. As far 
as stakeholders in the cultural field are 
concerned for them the search for a 
border region identity means, in effect, 
the search for an exemplary and, at the 
same time, antinomic European identity.

Viewing it from the theoretical 
perspective selected here the challenge 
and task of the geographical search for 
identity is to avoid stopping short at 
the analysis of the characteristics and at 
the examination of the outer borders of 
a region. Instead, it should concentrate 
on researching the process, the 
territorial aspects, the inter-relations 
of drawing borderlines and crossing 
borders and, further, the phenomena 
and forms resulting from these.

For reasons of the centre-
periphery differences mentioned above 
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this volume is recommended to readers 
in Hungary not so much for the results 
contained in it but rather for its special 
viewpoint, theoretical framework and 
methodological approach. The reader 
may stop for a moment to think about 
how and to what extent he/she is able 
to accept or adopt, as a citizen of an EU 
member country, the (West) European 
viewpoints on a (not only economically) 
unified Europe or to make those living 
in the West understand our own 
viewpoints or perhaps bring the two 
concepts nearer to one another.

Zsolt Bottlik

ChrisTian wille (2012): 
Grenzgänger und Räume der 
Grenze: Raumkonstruktionen 
in der Großregion SaarLorLux. 
Luxemburg - Studien, Bd. 1, Peter 
Lang GmbH, Frankfurt am Main, 
393 pp.

The book series 
Luxembourg Stu-
dies (Luxemburg-
Studien, Etudes 
luxembourgeoises) 
specialises in pub-
lishing the results 
of those researches 
and projects in 

the field of social sciences whose topics 
are related to the culture and society 
of Luxembourg. These topics range 
widely, from the history of Luxembourg 
through language, literature, politics and 
geography to territorial development 
and research into sociological problems. 

A total of five books have been published 
in the framework of this series since 
2012. Below we will get acquainted more 
in detail with the opening publication of 
this series, the work of Christian Wille 
with the title „Grenzgänger und Räume 
der Grenze” (Cross-border commuters 
and Border Spaces).

Christian Wille is a social and 
cultural scientist at the University 
of Luxembourg where he has been 
leading an inter-disciplinary pro-
ject since 2007. Besides this he is also 
guest lecturer at various universities 
in Lothringen, Saarland and Luxem-
bourg. He defended his doctoral thesis 
simultaneously at the Universities of 
Saarland and Luxembourg. The present 
publication is an adaptation of the 
author’s doctoral dissertation originally 
written in German.

The investigations contained 
in the book focus on the trilateral 
border region of Saarland (Germany) 
– Lorraine (France) and Luxembourg 
called ‚Grand Region SaarLorLux‘. 
There are more than 200 thousand 
daily commuters here who cross 
the borders and work in one of the 
neighbouring countries. The author 
tried to find answers primarily to 
the question of what social, regional 
and cultural impacts daily, regular 
commuting has and how it influences 
the everyday life of people living there. 
As a result of daily commuting a 
practically new way of life comes about 
which raises a number of questions 
regarding the interpretation of space 
and living in border areas. Exploring 
cross-border commuting is especially 
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